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DESCRIPTORS- ♦FEDERAL LEGISLATION I ^VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. 
♦GOVERNMENT ROLE, ♦EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION, HISTORY, 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACT OF 1963, 



„ SMITH " HUGHES A CT OF 1917, DEVELOPED FROM THE "REPORT 

2Is?HFft^,! S r°o ° N NATI0NAL AID T0 VOCATIONAL EDUCATION," 
WAS THE BASIS FOR HR4955. THE BILL'S IMMEDIATE HISTORY BEGAN 

ENTHUSIASM ADVOCATES OF EDUCATIONAL 
LEGISLATION FOR THE NOMINATION OF JOHN F. KENNEDY. THE 
AMERICAN VOCATIONAL ASSOCIATION (AVA) RECEIVED A PLEDGE OF 
SUPPORT FROM THE CANDIDATE. AT THIS TIME THE AVA SOUGHT TO 
™ E VIEWS ° F ITS MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO A REVISION OF 

nv L ™I’nire? 0VEMBER 1962 A PANEL 0F CONSULTANTS, ESTABLISHED 
BY THE PRESIDENT, TO EVALUATE THE NATIONAL VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION ACTS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDIRECTING THE 
PROGRAM, RECOMMENDED A LARGE INCREASE IN THE FEDERAL 
CONTRIBUTION FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, ABANDONMENT OF THE 

CATEGORIES IN THE SMITH-HUGHES AND GEORGE-BAROEN 
ACT, NEW LEGISLATIVE CATEGORIES, AND NEW FUNDS. IN THE FALL 
OF 1962, AS THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION BEGAN THE 

iS«i N ISI R i TI0N * s V0CATI0NAL EDUCATION BILL, WHICH BECAME HR 
3000 AND S 580, THE AVA WROTE AN UNOFFICIAL DRAFT OF WHAT 
BECAME HR 4955, ALSO KNOWN AS THE PERKINS BILL. PUBLIC 

H*t R II! GS ° N B0 ™ BILLS WERE COMPLETED IN APRIL 1963. HR 4955 
WAS REPORTED ON JUNE 18, WAS BROUGHT TO THE FLOOR OF THE 

HOUSE FO R DEBATE, AND PASSED BY A VOTE OF 377 TO 21 ON AUGUST 

*1 ™ E PASSA0E through THE SENATE WAS MARKED BY ITS 

RETURN TO THE RULES COMMITTEE AND A DEADLOCK OF THE 
HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE TO CONSIDER POINTS OF DISAGREEMENT. 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S PLAN FOR ACTION BROKE THE DEADLOCK, AND 
THE SENATE VERSION CARRIED ON THE MAJOR POINTS WHICH 

f2U C A? NEB ™ E W0RK " STUDY PROGRAM, RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL PROGRAM, 

iEr i!£rJ MENT F0RMULA ' 0N DECEMBER 13, THE SENATE AGREED TO 
THE CONFERENCE REFORTS BY A VOTE OF 82 TO 4. ON DECEMBER 18, 

963, PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON APPROVED THE VOCATIONAL ACT 
OF 1963, AND IT BECAME PUBLIC LAW 88-210. (EM) 
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CHAPTER 



Introduction to 
Education Legislation 



The history of federal aid to education is a topic that is never far from 
the minds of legislators debating education legislation. In order to under- 
stand the story of education legislation in the 88th Congress, it is neces- 
sary to view that story in the perspective of past education legislation, both 
proposed and enacted. 

The Federal Role in Education 

The Federal Government has played a role, although limited, in education 
since the Northwest Ordinances of 1785 and 1787 were enacted during the era 
of the Articles of Confederation. The Morrill Land Grant College Act of 
1862 and the Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act of 1917 were major 
instances of early federal involvement in education. 

The Lanham Act of 1941 and Public Laws 815 and 874 of 1950 represent 
additional and substantial federal financial aid to education. These laws 
were enacted to alleviate the financial burden created by the presence of 
federal personnel and federal property in local school districts. Passed in 
1944 and later extended to Korean War veterans, the “GI Bill of Rights” 
included a large amount of educational aid. 

In 1958, thoroughly frightened by the launching of “Sputnik I” in 1957, 
Congress enacted the National Defense Education Act to improve the teach- 
ing of mathematics, science and the modern foreign languages. The NDEA 
provided aid for every level of education from elementary schools to post- 
graduate education. 

This history of federal involvement in education presents neither a clear 
precedent for massive federal education programs nor a clear precedent for 
total federal abstention. The Historic and Current Federal Role in Educa- 
tion , a report prepared by the Legislative Reference Service of the Library of 
Congress, provides a reasonable evaluation of the federal role in education. 

That the Federal Government has been and is now very much concerned 
with education is evidenced by the existence of several hundred federal 
educational activities. But to acknowledge the existence of this concern, 
as expressed in these activities, is not to say how or to what extent the 
Federal Government should participate in the administration or in the 
support of education . 1 



1 U.S. I Congress, Senate, Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on Education, 
Historic and Current Federal Role in Education. 87th Congress, 1st Session, 1961, p. 3. 
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